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) lt Eod Disappears
David Sanford
Tyndale House Publishers
hardcover, 176 pages, $16.99
978-1 -41 4-31 61 7-8

Sanford owns a literary agency and has
worked with top Christian authors, but he
needs to lookno furtherthanhimselfto find

faith-buildingmate-
fial. If God Disap-
pears: I Faith
Wreckers €l Whatto
DoAboutThemsen-
sitively approaches
those dark times in
a Christian's life
whenheorsheques-
tions faith in God.

Everyone has such a story, Sanford says,
and almost everyone is tempted to walk
away from God at some point in his or her
life. For most, that time comes after expe-
riencing loss or pain-times in which God
seems a million miles away. The author
encourages the reader notto shy awayfrom
those feelings, and even describes them as
an essential part ofthe faithjourney.

Butwhile Sanford empathizes with and
reaches outto the reader, he doesnt coddle.
Nine chapters outline dangerous patterns
ofthought and behavior ("faith wreckers")
and prescribe biblical antidotes to turn
them into "faith builders." For those ready
to give up on Go d, IfGod Disappears shows
that He's truly been there all along.

) The Firstborn Advantage
Kevin Leman
Revell (Baker Puhlishing Group)
hardcover, 304 pages, $19.99
978-0-800-71 S1 1 -1

Firstborn children can sometimes find
that position can be a double-edged sword.
In Th,e Firstborn Adaantage, best-selling

author Inman (The
Birth Ordnr Book)
explores the pro-
found effect birth
order can have.

Thebookfocuses
on the unique char-
acter a"nd personal-
itv treits th:t meLe

derstand his or her own firstborn. Leman's
research on birth order is practical, to the
point and always relevant.

Tyndale House Publishers
softcover, 336 pages, $13.99
s78-0-842-38758-3

In the fourth and final book in the "Sun-
rise Series," Kingsbury concludes the story
of a Christian familys tragedies, trials and

ultimate triumphs.
The time has

come for new be-
ginnings as John,
head of the Baxter
family, prepares to
remarry and sell the
familyhome, bring-
inglong-established
memories into con-

flict with the demands ofhis oncoming sun-
setyears. Otherfamilymembers are dealing
with problems of their own-marital strife,
nrohlematic nremcnnicc fhp rrnnerf qiniipq

) Where the Heart Leads
Kim Voqel Sawyer
Bethany House Publishers (Baker Puhlishing
Group)
softcover, 352 pages, $13.99
s78-0-764-20263-6

In Where the Heart Zeads, sequel to
Waiting for Summer's Retttrrn, Kansas
farmer Thomas Ollenburger, of German

Mennoniteheritage,
is graduating from
college in Boston in
1904,. The mother-
inlaw of Thomas'
stepmother Sum-
mer-the main
character ofthe first
book-has taken
him in for his school

years, and he commits himself to a presi-
dential campaign and falls in love.

As he goes home to Kansas, he struggles
to find God's will-is he supposed to stay
or go back to Boston? A love triangle of
sorts forms when a friendship blossoms
with neighbor Belinda. She helps him find
the freedom to return to Boston, where he
must face the truth about some issues he
hnlrlc nlnce +n lriq hacr+

hardcover, lTt
s78-0-frP{5{
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> Ehild of Divorce, Ehild ot Ead
l(ristine Steakley
IYP Books (lnterUarsity Press)
softcover, 180 pages, $15
978-0-830-83471 -6

mnrr
Divorce is a subject that requires careful

discussion, considering the pain caused not only
to the children in the family but also the guilt
often assumed by the parents. Finding that
delicate balance in Child, of Diaoru, Child. of

God: A Jou:rneg of Hope and Healting, Steakley injects biblical insights, personal
extrlerience and best ofall, hope.

The author steers the children of divorced parents away from having a pity party,
but at the same time not holding back from addressing the pain caused by absent
parents. She dismisses modern notions of children being able to accept divorce and
"move on" as too simplistic, while atthe same timeholding outthe promisethat God
can redeem and transform shattered lives. She even highlights the resolve generated
by children with divorced parents who qrhibit even more forceful determination
to make their own marriages work. Steakley closes the bookwith a special word to
paxents regarding their children.

Child of Diaorce, Child of God is full of useful information, but beyond that,
the warmth and honesty of the writer will affect readers looking for comfort
and community.
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